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The Center for Plant Molecular Biology (ZMBP) in Tübingen/Germany invites applications for a DFG-

funded PhD student position on “Understanding the dual role of SOBIR1 and PBL30 in steering 

plant immunity and development”. 

 
Plant immunity and development are coordinated by surface-localized pattern recognition receptors, 

including leucine-rich repeat receptor-like proteins (LRR-RLPs), which depend on signaling partners 

such as SOBIR1 and PBL30. As SOBIR1 and PBL30 also contribute to floral organ abscission, this 

project aims to uncover the SOBIR1- and PBL30-dependent signaling networks that orchestrate 

immune responses and floral organ abscission. 

 
We are seeking an enthusiastic and highly motivated graduate with an excellent Master's degree in 

Biology, Biochemistry, or a related discipline. The ideal candidate has a strong interest in plant immunity 

or development, is proficient in English, and has practical experience in plant molecular biology and 

protein biochemistry. The successful applicant will join a stimulating, collaborative, and supportive 

international research environment and become part of an interdisciplinary research network. They will 

have access to state-of-the-art research infrastructure and facilities, as well as opportunities for scientific 

and professional development through dedicated mentoring and career training. Moreover, Tübingen is 

a vibrant university town offering an exceptional quality of life in a beautiful historic setting. 

 
The position is available from January 2027 and is initially funded for three years (65% TV-L E13), with 

the possibility of extension. Please submit your application in a single pdf file comprising a motivation 

letter including previous research experience, a detailed CV and the names and contact information of 

two references to Dr. Andrea Gust (andrea.gust@zmbp.uni-tuebingen.de). This call is open until 9th 

October 2026 (or until the position is filled). 

 
The University of Tübingen is committed to equal opportunities and diversity. We particularly encourage 

applications from qualified women. In accordance with German law, applicants with severe disabilities 

will be given preferential consideration in cases of equal qualification. 


