
Programme – EPS Theme 1: Developmental Biology of Plants 
 
Monday 10th November 2025 
Boothzaal (M.03), Utrecht University Library, Utrecht University 
https://www.uu.nl/en/university-library-utrecht-science-park 

 

09:30 – 10:00 Registration and coffee 

10:00 – 10:10 Welcome by Kaisa Kajala 

10:10 – 10:50 Keynote: Renske Vroomans, The Sainsbury Laboratory Cambridge University: 
Using evolutionary simulations to predict plant patterning mechanisms. 

10:50 – 11:15 Joyce Schreiber, Wageningen University & Research: Maintenance of 
quiescence in P. patens protonema is non- cell autonomously regulated and 
auxin-independent 

11:15 – 11:45  Break 

11:45 – 12:10 Cheuk Ka (Minnie) Leong, Wageningen University & Research: ABA-Auxin 
Crosstalk in Root Salt Stress Response. 

12:10 – 12:35 Kailash Pandey, Wageningen University & Research: Regulation of Tomato 
Secondary Growth by FUL- and SOC1-like Genes. 

12:35 – 14:00 Lunch at Educatorium 

14:00 – 14:25 Eva van Zelm, Utrecht University: The Rhythm of Roots; Quantifying Lateral Root 
Priming. 

14:25 – 14:50 Inka Stegemann, Leiden University: Genetic drivers of wood and lignin 
formation. 

14:50 – 15:20 Break 

15:20 – 15:45 Ruben De Francesco, Radboud University: Endoreduplication drives cellular 
differentiation in plant epidermis through the atypical cyclin family CYCP4s.  

15:45 - 16:25 Keynote: Ari Pekka Mähönen, University of Helsinki: Stem cells of the vascular 
cambium: where a receptor captures its ligand 

16:25 – 16:35 Closing by Viola Willemsen 

16:35 – 18:00 Borrel 
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